
Terms of Reference SBPC Climate Emergency Working Group v3 

 

SHEPTON BEAUCHAMP

CLIMATE EMERGENCY WORKING GROUP (CEWG)

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Background

1. The recent 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
 report on Climate Change states that we have already caused a 1°C rise in 
 global temperature. The difference between the impacts of global warming 
 of 2˚C and 1.5˚C is much greater than previously thought and we are 
 currently heading for a catastrophic 3˚C rise. We are running out of time, 
 and need to get to Zero Carbon emissions by 2030.

2. All levels of government at national, regional and local level have a duty to 
 secure our community from the negative impacts of climate breakdown.  
 Growing numbers of parishes, towns and county councils have already 
 declared a Climate Emergency. This is a genuine commitment to work 
 towards a specific measurable target.

3.  A Climate Emergency has already been declared by the UK Government, 
 Somerset County Council and South Somerset District Council:

a. UK Government Climate and Ecology Bill 2019 -2021

b. Somerset County Council and South Somerset County Council

c. South Somerset District Council Declaration

4. Climate change is relevant to many of our activities, creating green space 
 in the village, working to improve public transport, providing feedback on 
 wider council strategies for transport, housing as well as specific feedback 
 on planning applications.   It might seem that a Parish Council can't really 
 do much, but Shepton Beauchamp is able to play its part by considering 
 adopting a Climate Emergency Declaration and Strategy suitable for the 
 village.

Purpose of Climate Emergency Working Group (CEWG)

5. The working group has been formed to:

a. To consider and make recommendations on the declaration of a 
 Climate Emergency

b. To research widely with other organisations on Climate Emergency 
 measures suitable for Shepton Beauchamp to undertake

c. To consider and make recommendations on applying for a grant from 
 Somerset Climate Emergency Community Fund 2020/21
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d. To consider the preparation of a Climate Change Policy/Strategy 
 document for Shepton Beauchamp Parish Council to adopt, to guide 
 the Council in meeting its climate change mitigation responsibilities

e. To co-ordinate suitable measures towards making Shepton Beauchamp 
 a sustainable, Carbon neutral community by 2035 and promoting the 
 conservation and restoration of biodiversity

f. Set targets and measure progress against those goals

g. Collaborate with other local authorities and organisations working 
 towards the same aims in wider or separate areas

Status and responsibilities

6. The CEWG is a working group of ‘volunteers’ from the Shepton 
 Beauchamp Parish Community. It can only act in an advisory capacity and 
 has no powers to commit the Parish Council to any expenditure or 
 undertaking without formal approval by the Parish Council.  Apart from 
 identifying and agreeing to recommended lines of action to follow, the 
 CEWG has no decision-making powers.

7. In researching Climate Emergency options, the CEWG may liaise with 
 other Parish Councils and consult with other organisations as appropriate.

Composition of the Working Group

8. The CEWG will be formed from interested members of the Parish 
 Community including at least two Parish Councillors and three members of 
 the Community.  The group may appoint its own chair and secretary.

9. The composition of the CEWG will be approved at a full meeting of the 
 Parish Council.

10. To be quorate, any meeting must have a minimum of three members on 
 any resolution to be put before the Parish Council.

Meetings

11. As this is not a formal Committee of the Parish Council, CEWG meetings 
 need not be open to the public or to have published agendas or minutes, 
 but for sake of good order basic records of attendance, discussions and 
 conclusions should be kept.  All recommendations or proposals put to the 
 Council must be in writing and submitted to the Parish Council Clerk to be 
 placed on the Parish Council Agenda for discussion and resolution as part 
 of the Parish Council Meeting and published in the Parish Council Minutes.

12. CEWG meetings will be held as and when required at an agreed location
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Reporting

13. The CEWG will report and update the Shepton Beauchamp Parish Council 
 as and when required.

14. The CEWG may not make any commitment or financial expenditure on 
 behalf of the Parish Council.  Any commitment or financial expenditure 
 must be approved by resolution at the full Parish Council Meeting.

Conflicts of Interest

15. Members of the group who have a prejudicial interest in a matter on the 
 agenda must declare that interest at the start of the meeting.

Expenses

16. The group has no budget, and reimbursement for the members’ time will 
 not be made.  Food and drink expenses will not be reimbursed.

 


